
CONSTRUCT 2009
Designer Turned Specifier

Tuesday 2:00 - 3:30

Designer Turned Specifier:
How BIM Changed My Life

Presented by:
Lynn Ostenson 

lo-specs

CONSTRUCT2009
Conference: June 16-19, 2009
Indiana Convention Center
Indianapolis, IN

• Please remember to mute all electronic 
devices.

• You must swipe your card at the door in 
order to receive credit for your course.

• No one under the age of 18 is allowed in 
meeting rooms.

A FEW REMINDERS…

AIA/CES Credits
Hanley Wood is a Registered Provider with The American Institute of 
Architects Continuing Education Systems. Credit earned on completion of this 
program will be reported to CES Records for AIA members. Certificates of 
Completion for non-AIA members available on request.

This program is registered with the AIA/CES for continuing professional 
education. As such, it does not include content that may be deemed or 
construed to be an approval or endorsement by the AIA of any material of 
construction or any method or manner of handling, using, distributing, or 
dealing in any material or product. Questions related to specific materials, 
methods, and services will be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation.



CONSTRUCT 2009
Designer Turned Specifier

Tuesday 2:00 - 3:30

CSI CEN Credits

This program is a registered educational program with the Construction 
Specifications Institute of Alexandria, VA. The content within this program is not 
created or endorsed by CSI nor should the content be construed as an approval of 
any product, building method, or service. Information on the specific content can 
be addressed at the conclusion of this program, by the Registered Provider.

Credit earned for completing this program will automatically be submitted to the 
CSI CEN. Completion certificates can be obtained by contacting the Provider 
directly. 

This logo and statement identify Provider programs registered with the CSI CEN 
and are limited to the educational program content.

Learning Objectives:  

Upon completing this program, the participant should know how to:

1. Consider the potential of integrated spec writing software.
2. Discover a sought after skill with firms transitioning to BIM.
3. Identify new ways designers and specifiers can inform eachother.

DESIGNER AS SPECIFIER

40% of spec writers are also AIA or
NCARB designees *

M-Arch students are not exposed to a
specification until first job in a design firm.

In small to mid-size firms, project architects 
are spec-writers out of necessity rather 
than by choice.

* SCIP member database

IDP candidates fulfill 15 of the 275 
minimum credit hours through 
specifications and material research:
10 on document checking and coordination.

…and it’s not considered to be 
terribly glamorous.
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BIM WILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE

Designer will be much more deliberate in   
chosing “components.”

Components will require pre-programmed 
data and qualifications.

Pre-programmed components will be linked 
to specification sections.

For instance, a kitchen cabinet will be 
chosen for its box type, material and 
hardware.

C3030100 - Section 09 51 13 Acoustical Ceilings

EXAMPLE

A door in plan and 
elevation is a “door” no 
more…
…it is a insulated, raised 
panel, 1-3/4” thick, 3’-0” x 
6’-8” exterior wood clad 
door, pre-finished with 
hardware group #14; 
exterior hollow metal frame, 
factory primed, painted; 
matching sidelites, 1’-0” x 6’-8”
with 10” bottom stile, low-E 
insulated glass: approved list of 
manufacturers… product data 
and shop drawings to be approved…

IMPLICATIONS

A spec-writer may be a 
spec-writer no more…

…perhaps a spec-tech or 
administrator?

Who programs these 
components with 
embedded data?

Component is placed 
during schematic design; 

what if it changes?

C3030100 becomes C3030200
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CONCLUSION

Design intentions more readily met via 
interactive model and specifications.

More accurate specifications generated 
relatively quickly in every phase.

Designers and spec writers start speaking 
the same language.

Thank You for Attending!
Any Questions?

Presenter’s Name: Lynn Ostenson

Company: lo-specs

Phone: 612.702.0944

Email: lynn@lospecs.com

This concludes the American Institute of Architects 
Continuing Education Systems Program.


